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I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 

 

May 2 Engineering Boat Race 

 

May 7 CTE Student Recognition 

Night 

 

May 10 CTE Needs Assessment 

Meeting 

 

May 10  CTE Program Leads—4th 

Quarter Meeting 

 

May 1-16 Make– Up Industry 

Assessments 

 

May 22 End of 4th Quarter 

 

May 23 Graduation 

 

May 24     Last Day for Teachers 

 

 

 

CTE NEWS 

 

TUHSD CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

Letter From Our Director: 

 
 
Welcome to the Final edition of the 2018-2019 CTE News, the Tempe 
Union High School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter 
highlighting our Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs. 
This is our final edition of the newsletter for the 2018-2019 school 
year, and this has been and incredible year!  This year TUHSD has 
had over 8000 students enrolled in 19 different CTE programs in our 
district ranging from Culinary to Engineering,  
Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many more.  We 
have had numerous events, field trips, and guest speakers, and many 
of our students have competed in state and national competitions.  
Finally, this year we are very excited to have over 500 students 
completing programs and taking industry certification exams. 
  
As we wrap up this school year we are completing our industry 
certification testing for all of our programs, ADE Assessments, and 
numerous CTSO competitions.  Our CTE Recognition Night will be 
May 7, 2019. At this event we honor all CTE students completing a 
program, recognizing our site CTE students and teachers of the year, 
and recognizing one outstanding teacher and program for the district.  
Finally we have already begun our planning for summer  
curriculum work and for next fall. 
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Tempe High 
School.  Tempe High School has many wonderful CTE programs in 
which they are continuing to see great success. Thank you to the 
Tempe High School teachers for your submissions this month and for 
all you continue to do for your students! 
 
We hope you enjoy the information shared in this newsletter, and 
look forward to sharing more information with you in the future! 
 
Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 



 

At Tempe High School 
the mission is that 
“Everyone learns every 
day.”  For over 100 
years Tempe High has 
produced local, state, 
and national leaders 
that have dedicated 
their lives to various 
causes that benefit our 
communities. 

Tempe High School 

Home of the Buffaloes 

 
STUDENTS ARE LEARNING THE ART OF STORY 
TELLING THROUGH COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA 

 

Scot Wattawa, Digital Photography and Communications 
 

This year the digital production class produced the daily video announcements 
at Tempe High School. Students were responsible with the set-up and 
production of the announcements that were shown during Buff Block each day. 
Videos were also showed on the schools webpage for the parents. The class also 
worked on the yearbook for the school. The yearbook was completed on time 
and was sent to print a week after Spring Break. Students in the class often 
took on double duty. Students would often play for a team and then take 
pictures when the higher or lower levels took the court or field. Next year looks 
bright for the Digital Production class.  

This was another great year in Photography at Tempe High. The enrollment in 
the 3-4 classes grew rapidly as did the numbers in 1-2. The projection for 3-4 
students this upcoming year is going to double. Photography allowed students 
to envision their own style in their artwork. With the framework of the 
assignment, students could create their own style of artwork. In the following 
photos, students used the studio to gain the proper pictures that they wanted. 
The Photography classes at THS are looking to make big movements in the 
future.  

 

 

THS SPORTS MEDICINE WIN STATE NATIONAL ATHLETIC 
TRAINING MONTH VIDEO CONTEST 

 

By Crystal Fix, Sports Medicine 
 

 

Please help me congratulate some of our Sports Medicine students as the 2019 AzATA NATM 
High School Student Aide Video Contest Winners!!!   March was National Athletic Trainers 
Month and the students were given a project to create a way to educate the community about the 
profession of Athletic Training.  This years slogan was "ATs are Healthcare".  One of the groups 
chose to participate in the state wide Student Video Contest through the Arizona Athletic 
Trainer's Association and they WON!!!!  The AzATA stated that "Tempe High was well 
represented in their excellent video that described the National Athletic Training Month theme - 
"ATs are Healthcare".  Their video was shared over 30 times over social media and had over 1000 
views!  Their video is now embedded on the AzATA website and they will be recognized by the 
state association at the 2020 Winter Symposium.  The creators of the video were Jada Ruff, Ruth 
Tun, Rosa Diaz, and Mena Rivera.  The video can be viewed at www.azata.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CTE Leader at  

Tempe High School  

 

Scot Wattawa,  

CTE Department Chair  

  

Scot attended Grand Canyon 

University where he earned a 

Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Sports 

Medicine.  He is a Certified Athletic 

Trainer .  Scot also earned his Master’s 

of Education Degree in Secondary 

Education and Ell-ESL Instruction 

from Northern Arizona University.  

Scot has been a teacher for 22 years, 

most recently in CTE teaching Digital 

Photo Digital Communications, and 

Film & TV at Tempe High.  His interest 

in photography  

extends beyond the classroom to 

working as a sports and aviation 

photographer  for several years.  Scot 

likes to teach critical thinking skills to 

students.  He can show students that  

sometimes what they are thinking is a 

critical error is actually a creative 

breakthrough.  He enjoys allowing 

students freedom to discover their 

own eye and vision for their 

pictures. 

  

  

http://www.azata.net/


 

Tempe High School Partners with ASU and Verizon 
 

Scott Berren, Business Management and Marketing 
 

Tempe High CTE Business students are finishing a two-year grant from Verizon and 
Arizona State University called the Verizon Innovative Learning Grant.  Tempe 
High received $20,000 along with amazing technology and support from ASU and 
Verizon to implement this grant for over 150 students.  Our student teams finished 
First and Second in the state at the Final Showcase in March!  Each member of the 
winning team received a MacBook and members of the second place team each 
received Air Pods.   
 
Through this grant our Business students at THS work with local small businesses 
and non-profits to (a) understand their business, (b) empathize with the 
opportunities and challenges of these businesses, and (c) ultimately develop 
technology driven solutions that can help these businesses grow.  Our business 
partners this year included: All About Golf, Quatiere Restaurant, Purple Gurl's 
Popcorn, Chillfit Cryo, and Changing Hands Bookstore. 
 
Our students are engaged in amazing technology through their involvement with 
this grant.  Specifically we are using Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality through 
the HP Reveal App and applying these tools to business development.  Students are 
also using Augmented Reality in their everyday work in class including the creation 
of AR business cards and AR presentations in place of traditional in-class 
presentations. 
 

 

CULINARY STUDENTS SERVE THEIR COMMUNITY 
 

Annie Oechsler, Culinary 
 

 

It has been an exciting year for the Tempe High School Culinary Arts program. They have catered several events on campus such as the 
back to school goodies for teachers, breakfast for the SAC meeting in the fall and the Winter Orchestra concert, which featured cookies 
from around the world. They won, for the 2nd year in a row, the Tempe Union High School cookie contest which featured their amazing 
Chocolate Chip Coconut Cookies. They finished off the semester by competing in their annual Gingerbread House contest, wowing our 
teachers with their creativity. They are excited to cater the upcoming Tempe High choir concert which will allow them to showcase their 
talents to our international guests who will be in attendance as part of the Tempe Sister Cities program.   
 
In November they attended the Phoenix Hospitality Career Day sponsored by the Arizona Lodging & Tourism Association at the 
Doubletree Resort in Scottsdale Arizona. While there they were able to meet and confer with many lodging and tourism industry partners 
and local post-secondary schools to discuss the opportunities the hospitality field has to offer our students. They were also able to tour the 
facility and sit in on many different workshops that focused on the many different aspects to the field of hospitality. The THS students 
were thrilled when the field trip also included a formal luncheon where they were able to demonstrate their proper etiquette and enjoy a 
fine dining experience.  

 
The Buff Chef’s will conclude their cooking this semester with catering the Teacher Appreciation luncheon on May 10th. The menu will 
include Lasagna (using their handmade fresh pasta) and Caesar Salad made by the Culinary 3-4 students as well as mini fruit pizzas made 
by the Culinary 1-2 students. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
ASU RESEARCH 

PROJECT WITH THS 
BIOTECHNOLOGY 3/4 

 

Amber Struthers, Biotechnology 
 

Tempe High School's Biotechnology 
3/4 class is currently in the middle of 
a research project with Arizona State 
University.  We are working with Dr. 
Redding to explore genetically 
modified algae to generate hydrogen 
as a possible fuel sources.  The 
biotechnology students are activity 
involved in exploring possible 
variables to improve hydrogen 
production.  Dr. Redding came to our 
class to present the details behind the 
research project and the students will 
be developing research posters of our 
work which will be displayed at ASU! 
 

 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use  
to change the world.”  ~ Nelson Mandela 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 
Tempe Union High School District 

500 West Guadalupe Road 
Tempe, AZ 85283 

Phone: 480-839-0292 
 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 
 
 

Anna Lohmann 
Administrative Assistant 
alohmann@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

 
Shauna Demers 
CTE Teaching & Learning 
Specialist 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

Norine Ebright 
CTE Support Specialist– DO 
nebright@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 

 

 

 

 
                                
          CTE  Recognition 

 
     Program of the Year             Teacher of the Year 
     MHS Film & TV, Karen Crane            Lindsey Danskin, MDN 
        
     Student of the Year            Teacher of the Year Finalists 
     THS —Alexis De La Garza             THS—  Scot Wattawa 
     MHS—Kendra Parker              MHS—Karen Crane 
     MDN—McKenna Chavez             MDN—Lindsey Danskin 
     CDS— Haley Spracale              CDS—  Michael Lohmann 
     MTP— Richard Nguyen             MTP— Claudia Costin 
     DVH—Christopher Page             DVH— Jeremy Williams 
     CA—    Alexis Osuna              CA —    Richard Jones 

 

 
 

                

 

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

SPOTLIGHT EVENTS 
 

CTE Student Recognition 

Night  

Marcos de Niza Auditorium 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 

6:00 pm—7:30 pm 
 

Please join us to honor CTE 

students and teachers. 

~Celebrate Success~ 
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